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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT 
Dale  Cowger,  Project  Director,  Rm.  406  C.  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT 
David  Hoefer,  Deputy  Co.  Attorney,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings,  MT 
Mr.  Eric  Van  Winkle,  Eric's  Auto,  3036  Orchard  Lane,  Billings,  MT 
Jerry  LaFountain  232  Hedden  Empire  Bldg.,  208  N.  29th  3L.,  Billings,  MT 
William  B.  Fox,  Mayor,  City  of  Billings,  P.  0.  Box  1178,  Billings,  MT 
Richard  Gee,  City-County  Planning,  510  N.  Broadway,  Billings,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 
^Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Env.  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning jEric 
VanWinkle/dbajEric ' s Auto  Wrecking  in  Billings. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  ( 15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


MITCHELL 
A Solid  Waste  Management 
Environmental  Sciences 


Bureau 

Division 


LDM:vc 
Ends . 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER" 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Di  vi  si  on/Bureau  environmental  sciences  division/solid  waste  management  bureau — 

Project  or  Application  Erie.  Van  Winkle  dba/Eric's  Autos 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  at  3036  Orchard  Lane  in  Billinas.  Montana. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 
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DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  populatio 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  ci tv-r.onn tv  Planning  Board 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  City-County  Planning  Board, 


DHES/ESD-2 


January  11,  1983 


GENERAL  COMMENTS 


The  applicant  owns  a 17,000  square  foot  lot  at  3036  Orchard  Avenue. 

A shop  building  in  the  center  of  the  property  splits  the  proposed  vehicle 
storage  area  into  two  areas  of  nearly  equal  size;  a back  lot  behind  the 
shop  and  a front  lot  which  abuts  Orchard  Avenue.  The  back  lot  is  current- 
ly surrounded  by  a metal  chain-link  fence.  Assuming  a minimum  space  re- 
quirement of  approximately  100  square  feet  per  vehicle,  a maximum  of 
120  vehicles  could  be  stored  at  this  proposed  facility;  half  in  the 
front  lot  and  half  in  the  back.  A workable  inventory  would  be  con- 
siderably less. 

The  location  is  presently  used  as  a vehicle  repair,  restoration  and 
rebuilding  business  and  both  lots  are  filled  with  vehicles.  Due  to  their 
physical  condition,  a majority  of  the  vehicles  are  defined  as  junk  vehicles 
by  Section  75-10-501(3)  MCA  1979.  The  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal 
law  and  regulations  require  that  all  junk  vehicles  be  screened  from  public 
view  and  that  all  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  be  screened  from  view 
and  licensed  for  operation.  Proper  screening  is  a pre-condition  of  li- 
censing . 

This  proposed  facility  is  required  to  be  shielded  from  view  on  all 
four  sides  of  each  of  the  two  storage  lots.  The  facility  or  portions 
of  it  are  visible  from  Orchard  Lane,  Calhoun  Lane,  Mitchell  Avenue  and 
Vaughn  Avenue.  The  applicant  plans  to  insert  slats  in  the  existing 
chain-link  fence  on  the  back  lot  and  to  construct  a similarly  screened 
fence  around  the  front  lot.  If  properly  constructed,  this  should  be 
adequate  to  shield  any  junk  vehicles  stored  at  the  facility  from  a 
point  of  six  feet  above  the  center  line  of  public  roads  or  streets 
in  the  area.  The  proposed  shielding  plan  is  acceptable  provided  that 
the  final  product  meets  the  standards  found  in  Rule  16.14.202  ARM 
"Shielding  of  Facilities".  No  license  can  be  issued  until  the  facil- 
ity is  properly  screened. 

The  establishment  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  at  this 
location  is  in  accordance  with  local  zoning  ordinances  and  regulations 
under  an  exception  for  non-conforming  but  pre-existing  uses.  As  such, 
the  city-county  planning  board  will  be  involved  in  any  permitting  deci- 
sions regarding  construction  or  expansion  of  the  facility.  Those  plan- 
ning decisions  will  supercede  any  department  action  as  required  by  the 
Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law. 

Presently,  several  commercial  or  light  industrial  businesses  front 
both  sides  of  Orchard  Lane.  This  proposed  facility  has  reportedly  been 
used  as  an  auto  body/repair  business  for  many  years.  Future  expansion 
of  the  facility  is  limited  by  available  space  and  local  zoning  decisions. 
Although  vacant  land  exists  to  the  west,  current  zoning  may  prohibit 
expansion  of  the  facility  in  that  or  any  other  direction. 

The  site  is  adjoined  by  existing  residential  housing.  Future  de- 
velopment of  the  vacant  pasture  land  to  the  west  could  be  influenced 
by  the  existence  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  although  the 
facility  is  already  present  in  an  unscreened  condition.  Proper  screen- 
ing of  this  facility  may  have  a positive  influence  on  future  develop- 
ment decisions  for  the  adjacent  property. 


GENERAL  COMMENTS  (Cont.) 


Licensing  this  proposed  facility  should  have  a minor  but  positive 
impact  on  income  and  employment  opportunities  at  least  for  the  owner/ 
operator  and  may  slightly  increase  the  state  and  local  tax  base.  Al- 
though limited  in  scope  by  available  space,  a well  run  facility 
specializing  in  a particular  category  of  vehicle  inventory  may 
provide  positive  economic  impacts. 

A slight  increase  in  demand  for  government  services  may  be  re- 
quired. Periodic  inspections  by  state  and  local  junk  vehicle  program 
officials  may  be  required  to  assure  that  the  facility  is  operated  in 
compliance  with  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules. 
However,  considerable  effort  is  currently  spent  responding  to  complaints 
of  unshielded  junk  vehicles  at  this  location.  Shielding  the  facility 
as  proposed  should  reduce  this  effort. 


■ %.  — ~ » kjt 

[OBINSON  SUBDIVISION 

NNTHENEW  SW WSECTION  9 f.  j p , 
YELLOWSTONE  COUNTY,  MOnS"'  MRM 

N ^ O /i  i « ^ ^ m 


ft  9 » 


„ SCALE.  50* 

OCTOBER  — 1957 


Billings,  Montano 


{":  — ‘ £ : ; r\  •.  /—  . . 

: V f.  Y fjQ  ,,, 


I CERT  0ir  SURVEY  NO.  3J£ 


ui-  survey  NO.  • 


359 


Po'nt  Or  Beginning 

N*  w*  m sw* 

s«  1 TWf-i-s  ff.2t.E 


HJ-i  f'UlL'  /!<*••  i l * i 1 

ttlr-t  nytij-frj -1 


i \ 


•*\  i 

; T*  *f 


« %•  ur-<uh 


i 

i 

i 


€ 


"~k  ■ v t*. 

> * "•‘Oii.Tic:; 


« duljr  .-on,,  d.po,. 

“">•"1*105  of  . tr,ot 

* “ th*  «*quM.  o7 

•01  to  U.«6>  lneiu.1T., 

41«.n.lon.  b.ln*  in 

. l,ron  Tip*  nonuant. 


VeU. 

.t  si 


r,,;  --'ir.t  ■. 


: : -v. 

•(whir^n  .r.<i  u*«n3  4 '*  **°binaon  unJ  »jne#«  • 

’f  '•  fc*Prty  e.  ••'Jsb;r-<»  «.l  ..ir8  **'  do?ln>0".  fcu.bt.nd 

* root  .3  3.  :*5\ '-•*  -.-Vu  c-A!:v  bl  f“  °*  th®  foUomw 

irr  ■ ’ hjl“-  ■■■ra  ,,ul  ,••****  -T -ioctlon  } - *-<Viy  **rcunto 

r “-.0-rN^~^  * loot  o.”  lyj'  < w.^.. 


> 


I 

5 

f 


) 


